10. Nutrition
The prevention and treatment of severe acute malnutrition: a revolution in child survival efforts?

Goals:
* To provide a thought-provoking introduction to the past, current and future efforts to
prevent and treat severe acute malnutrition among children.

Objectives:
* Present past efforts to prevent and treat severe acute malnutrition
* Describe recent innovations in the prevention and treatment of severe acute malnutrition
* Appreciate the complexities of global health efforts that include private, for-profit
companies who seek patent protection for their innovations
* C(ritically analyze the potential pitfalls of these new approaches to tackling severe acute
malnutrition that rely on ready-to-use therapeutic foods.

Response Question:

You are the Medical Director of Operation Help in Ethiopia. You are confronted with a food
security emergency and you need to prepare your organization to meet the challenge. In a memo
addressed to your Executive Director based at headquarters in Washington DC, argue for a re-
orientation in the organization's approach to preventing and treating severe acute malnutrition.
To date, your organization has only implemented hospital-based programs to treat severe acute
malnutrition and from conversations that you've had with the Executive Director and other senior
staff you get the strong sense that they are not convinced of the value of community-based
programs that rely on ready-to-use therapeutic foods.
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